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Hartmore School
Fire Door Policy and Practice
Fire Doors are crucial in preventing the spread of fire and smoke in buildings.
The Fire Safety (England) Regulations 2022 require regular checks to ensure that self-closing devices are working and the fire doors including entrance doors are in efficient working order and in good repair. These checks are to ensure that the existing door standard is maintained.
The Fire Safety (England) Regulations 2022
The Fire Safety (England) Regulations 2022 were placed on the statute book on 18 May 2022, and came into force on 23 January 2023. Responsible Persons, including both building owners (for example freeholders) and other people having control of the premises for Hartmore school complies with these regulations.
What the law requires
The appropriate fire precautions are determined by carrying out a fire risk assessment. The responsible person ensures that a suitable and sufficient fire risk assessment has been carried out; Should the fire risk assessment ever be out of date … there is NO fire risk assessment in place, and the responsible person will arrange for this to be carried out as soon as is practicably possible.
Fire-resisting doors (fire doors) are one of the most important measures to safeguard the means of escape from fire. Your fire risk assessment should already have identified the doors in question and determined whether the doors are adequate to resist the spread of fire and smoke. 
We take steps to maintain doors are in good order, and where it has been found that an existing door is inadequate and needs to be replaced, this has been done by a competent person. 
Fire Door Checks
As with all fire safety measures, fire doors need to be kept in good working order and in good repair.  Wear and tear, for example, can result in defects. Fire doors are checked as part of the weekly check of the fire system. A record is kept of all checks in the fire record and any problems and remedial action undertaken is also recorded there.


Routine checking of fire doors  
Routine checks are visible (and not done by an external specialist.  With appropriate instruction, the responsible person can delegate the task and they can be carried out in the course of other routine checks as the checks are only visual and ensuring that devices that should respond to the alarm sounding are functioning correctly.
The Responsible Person will ensure that the necessary arrangements are in place to address any issues identified.  Where inspections identify the need for repair or replacement of any fire door this work must be undertaken by a competent contractor as soon as reasonably practicable.
Doors with self-release devices
In some premises, corridor doors might be held open on magnetic door hold-open devices. For this to be the case, there would be a need for activation which would cause the door to close should the alarm sound. Care should be taken when checking the self-closing device on these doors. Use the test button, where provided, to close the door, rather than pulling the door from its magnet.
Use of fire doors
· fire doors should be kept shut when not in use;
· All fire doors should be fitted with self-closing devices.
· Where doors are open during the school day they must be fitted with devices that release the door when the fire alarm sounds.
· Doors must never be wedged or propped open when rooms are not in use.
· Staff, pupils or visitors should not tamper with self-closing devices;
· Staff and pupils should report any fault or damage immediately to the office or directly to the Head teacher. (Responsible Person).
The above information is shared with all new staff as part of their induction must be provided by the Responsible Person and periodic reminders are given to staff and children.
This policy was written in November 2023 and will be reviewed in November 2024
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